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Ruth Vaca is the Program Manager for Asian American Studies Program, Latino
Studies Program, Native and Indigenous Studies program and American
Studies at Indiana University. Since joining IU in 2023 , she has worked to
strengthen institutional support and community engagement among students,
faculty, and staff.

A self-proclaimed cultural arts junkie, she’s managed a colorful career weaving
between mediaq, fine arts, and the culinary arts across major U.S. cities, satisfying
her curiosity and adventurous spirit. Her professional background includes
producing, creating, and managing award nominated independent films,
podcasts, off-Broadway theater, and cultural events, with a focus on centering
BIPOC narratives and cultural expression. Ruth always looks forward to bringing
parties together to share memorable and impactful stories, events, and
community affairs. She is married to adjunct professor, journalist and
documentary filmmaker, Ray Nowosielski. Together, they co-founded their own
award-nominated production company in Bloomington, IN called True Stories
(truestories.us).

Ruth is currently writing a collection of personal essays exploring how economic
and societal privilege affected the complexities of her cultural identity,
childhood, and belonging as an immigrant. She’s also an occasional actor in indie
films and commercials.
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Asian American Studies Events

Asian American Studies Coffee Hour
Thursday, January 29th 10-12 PM

Social Science Research Commons
Woodburn Hall 200 (1100 E 7th Street)
Coffee and bagels will be provided

Join Asian American Studies for a coffee hour
gathering to celebrate the start of the spring
semester! Meet Asian American Studies affiliated
faculty, graduate, and undergraduate students.
Come by to learn more about the program and
how to get involved!

Upcoming Asian American Studies Panel

We are planning an Asian American Studies panel of speakers for the Campus
and College 250th celebration later this semester. Stay tuned for more
details!




Asian Cultural Center Events

Who are Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders? (WAAPI) A Lunch
Discussion on “Our Shared Destiny: Why Injustice Anywhere Matters

Everywhere”
Wednesday, January 21st 12 PM
Asian Culture Center (807 E 10th St)

Lunch is on us! Please join us for a conversation inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s
famous words from his “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” Together, we’ll explore what King’s
call for justice means in today’s world—in our schools, neighborhoods, and global
community. How do we respond when we see injustice? How does our shared humanity tie
our futures together? This roundtable will invite open dialogue, personal reflection, and
collective visioning about how we can strengthen justice and compassion in the places we
live, study, and serve. For more information, email Jason at acc@iu.edu.

ACC Student Development Workshop Series: "Navigating Bias in Academic

and Professional Spaces: Building Resume-Ready Skills"
Tuesday, January 27th 5:30-6:30 PM
Asian Culture Center (807 E 10th St)

In collaboration with Allies for Equity Student Alliance team at the Center of Excellence for
Women & Technology, this interactive workshop gives students tools to recognize and
respond to bias in academic and professional settings. Through discussion, reflection, and
hands-on activities, participants will explore common forms of bias, practice ways to
advocate for themselves and others, and take part in a guided resume-building activity that
focuses on turning experiences and accomplishments into clear, professional language. Free
lunch—and free advice!

ACC Book Club features To Save and Destroy by Viet Nguyen
Thursdays monthly: February 12th, March 26th, and April 16th 5-6 PM
Asian Culture Center Lounge (807 E 10th St)

What does it mean to be an “other”? How can writing shift the boundaries between insider
and outsider for both author and audience? All are welcome to join the ACC in discussing
these questions over dinner through Viet Thanh Nguyen's essay collection To Save and to
Destroy: Writing as an Other. The six chapters span Nguyen's reflections on war, solidarity,
and power, drawing from sources ranging from classics of American literature to Nguyen's
own lived experience as a refugee. Digital copies of the eBook are freely available to access
through IU Libraries, so all attendees are welcome to read ahead! Pizza will be served at
each meeting. For more information, reach out to ACC volunteer and book club moderator
Cheryl Nong, doctoral student in social psychology, at acc@iu.edu.




Asian Cultural Center Events

Hearabouts: Asian American Midwest Radio
Alternate Wednesdays (twice a month) 5:30-6 PM
WFHB Community Radio

Did you know that we also produce a radio show in collaboration with Bloomington’s very
own community radio station? Hearabouts: Asian American Midwest Radio is collaboratively
produced by the Asian Culture Center and WFHB 93.1, where we discuss traditions, identities,
and current events about Asian American and Pacific Islander communities. If you'd like to
pitch an episode idea or help produce one, contact us at acc@iu.edu.

Mahjong Mondays
Every Monday, starting January 26th 4-6 PM
Asian Culture Center (807 E 10th St)

At the ACC, we offer a casual and informal mahjong experience, perfect for those looking to
learn the game, take a break from the digital world, and most importantly, meet new friends
in person. You do not need to be an expert to join us—just bring your enthusiasm and a
willingness to learn!m

Mag-Tagalog Tayo
Every Thursday, starting January 22nd 4-5 PM
Asian Culture Center (807 E 10th St)

Come spend your Thursdays at the ACC practicing your Tagalog and celebrating Filipino
culture! We'll host a variety of language-immersive events—language tables, speech
practice, Tagalog tutoring, cooking workshops—to introduce the aspects that Filipino culture
has to offer. These events are open to everyone, whether you’re a beginner, fluent speaker, or
simply curious about Filipino culture.

Asian Cultures Around Campus featuring biweekly henna
Biweekly on Fridays, starting January 23rd 4-5:30 PM
Asian Culture Center (807 E 10th St)

The term mehendi is the Indian word for henna and the art of applying henna as temporary
tattoos. Bring your friends to learn more about the significance of mehendi in the Indian
culture. If coming with a group of more than seven, please email acc@iu.edu in advance so
we can prepare the henna materials.

Go Game on Fridays
Every Friday, starting January 30th 4-6 PM
Asian Culture Center (807 E 10th St)

Reintroducing Go Game at ACC! Interested in learning the ancient board game Go? Whether
you've never picked up a stone or only know the basics, our Go club is the perfect place to
start. With generous help from our volunteer, Tyler Stoner, we welcome players of all ages
and backgrounds to explore this fascinating game of territory, tactics, and intuition. No
experience is necessary, just curiosity and willingness to learn!




Follow us on Social Media!

@IUASIANAMERICANSTUDIES

Asian American Studies is a multidisciplinary program that grapples with
pressing questions of identity, belonging, and power from the perspectives of
Asian American, Pacific Islander, and Asian/Pacific diasporic histories,
communities, and cultures. Our faculty and students create knowledge that
is relevant and useful for solving problems of inequity and injustice.

For more information about our programs, email aast@iu.edu !




